IN MEMORIAM

DR. MARIA GEORGESCU
14™ JULY 1931 - 215T JULY 2024

Maria Georgescu was born at 14" July 1931 in Bucharest. Between 19401950,
she studied at the “Aurel Vlaicu” National College in Bucharest. From 1950, she
followed the courses of the Faculty of Biology from the University of Bucharest,
graduating in 1954. In 1956, she joined the Institute of Speleology. In 1978, she
defended her Ph.D. thesis entitled “The subterranean Micryphantidae of Romania”,
under the supervision of Prof. Margareta Dumitrescu.

Her studies covered a wide range of taxonomic groups, beginning with
Lepidoptera, both from Romania and Cuba, in collaboration with 1. Capuse and
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describing three new species and a genus new for the science and Ixodidae
(especially bat parasites) from the caves of Romania.

Maria Georgescu worked extensively on Araneae, especially the Micryphantidae
from Romania and Nepal (for instance the post embrionary development at
Lessertiela, Aulacocyba and Diplocephalus, and its significance in the systematics
of the genera Aulacocyba and Tapinocyba) but also the families Anapidae,
Mysmenidae, Theridiosomatidae and Therididae (from Venezuela), Symphitognathidae
from Cuba.

Also, she worked on the systematics of the difficult genus Eukoenenia
(Palpigrada) from Romania (and described two species new for the science from
the Mehedinti Mountains and Plateau but also from Retezat and Valcan Mountains),
the systematics of the Hydracarina from Cuba (the genera Neolimnochares and
Wandesia) in collaboration with Prof. T. Orghidan, Coleoptera (describing two
new species of Staphylinidae from Movile Cave).

In collaboration with I. Capuse, she studied, in several papers, the
Pseudoscorpions collected near Movile Cave (Dobrogea), and described three
species new for the sciences: Chtonius decui, Ch. scithicus and Allochernes
mahnerti.

In addition to Dobrogea, Maria Georgescu worked extensively in Oltenia,
Banat, Hunedoara, but also in the area of Portile de Fier. She received the “Emil
Racovita” Award of the Romanian Academy for her contribution to the publication
of a complex atlas concerning the area of Portile de Fier.
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