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(23 AUGUST 19302 MAY 2011)
HER LIFE AND SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

Dr. Alexandrina (Didina) NEGREA at 50 YEARS
(13 of December 1980) (by courtesy of. Dr. Stefan Negrea)

Abstract: Special homage on the behalf of her biologist colleagues and those who knew
the distinguished lady of the Romanian Biology — Dr. Alexandrina Negrea. She worked with
competence and passion between 1953-2011 and published 100 scientific papers in
malacology, ecology (biospeleology, hydrobiology etc.), ethology, biogeography, nature
conservation and history of science fields (see attached List of her published papers).

Dr. Alexandrina Negrea was born at 23 of August 1930 and received her
education in Piatra Neamt, Neamt Co. After the “Calistrat Hogas” College (1941-1949)
she studied biology, first (in 1949) at “Al.I. Cuza” University from lassy and since
1950 she moved to University of Bucharest, Faculty of Biology, she graduated
from in June 1953.

Alexandrina Negrea started her activities at the “Grigore Antipa” National
Museum of Natural History in 1950-1954 as a student in the Faculty of Biology —
University of Bucharest and later (1953—1955) as a guide for visitors and as a
preparator-entomologist since December 1953. She worked with Dr. Victoria Iuga
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Raica — the last wife of Professor Dr. Dimitrie Voinov — head of the Comparative
Anatomy in Bucharest Univevrsity. The young researcher Alexandrina Negrea was
in charge with “Aristide Caradja” microlepidoptera collection, recently brought by
prince himself from Grumazesti — Neamt, offered to the “Grigore Antipa” National
Museum of Natural History. Her evolution as a biologist was not simple, but she
was a hardworker and never complained about life difficulties.

In 1954 Didina was transferred as a scientist to the Hydrology Commission
of the Romanian Academy — a Division of the Marine Research Station founded by
Grigore Antipa in Constanta. Her husband (Stefan Negrea), just graduated in
biology from the Faculty of Biology — Bucharest University —, occupied a position
of research assistant in the same Marine Research Station. Two years, Didina
worked in the Laboratory of Marine Benthos, while her husband organized the first
Romanian Marine Plancton Laboratory. In 1959, together with Lucretia Elian, the
Negrea family published their first observations on zooplancton distribution in
Romanian sector of the Black Sea (see paper no. 1 in the attached List of
publications).

In 1955 Alexandrina Negrea was transferred as a scientist to the
Hyrobiological Research Station in Braila, organized by Bucharest’s University
and Stefan Negrea became founder director. That station was for applied education
of students from the Faculty of Biology and for Research programs on Danube
flooding zone. In these programs were transferred and implied the above-
mentioned two scientists from the Marine Research Station as well as Stelian
Beldescu, specialised in chemistry. In only two years, they organized laboratories,
a conference room, dormitories, kitchen and provided the young institution with a
ship to visit Danube lakes of the flooded Danube zone with student and scientist
visitors. The Hyrobiological Research Station in Braila is still functional today. In
2005, Didina and Stefan Negrea were invited as founders, to celebrate the Station’s
bicentenial.

Since 1957 Alexandrina Negrea became researcher at the “Emil Racovita”
Speleolgical Institute in Bucharest. In 1971 she defended her Ph.D. thesis in
Biology, with title: Gastropod population dynamic from Crapina-Jijila Complex of
flooding Danube zone. Her Ph.D. adviser was Professor Dr. doc. Nicolae Botnariuc
— the best and well known Romanian evolutionist. Alexandrina Negrea worked at
the Speleological Institute 53 years (1957-2010), daily accompanying and working
with her husband in the same laboratory, up to her 80" anniversary. Their last
common paper was printed in 2011, just when Didina passed away.

Officially, Didina retired in 1997 at an age of 67. Her husband retired in
2005, at 75 and he is still working at his 82 years (in 2012), having a protocol with
the Institute of Speleology “Emil Racovitza” to co-operate as an associate senior
researcher, as much as he can.
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Prof. Alexandru V. Grossu on 24™ May 2001, on the occasion of the 90" anniversary at the “Grigore

Antipa” National Museum of Natural History. From left to right: Ioana Matache, Prof. ALV. Grossu,

Dochita Lupu, Dr. Alexandrina Negrea, Dr. Medeea Weinberg, Andrei Mircea, Elena Cursaru and Dumitru
Murariu — director of the Museum. (Photo: George Nazareanu; by courtesy of Dr. Stefan Negrea).

As a specialist in Molluscs, Dr. Alexandrina Negrea published as a single author,
and co-operated with important malacologists from all over the world: K. Jacobson from
U.S.A., F.C. Loosjes from Netherlands, Adolf Riedel from Poland, V. Jadin from
Russia, Alexandru Grossu from Romania. Didina has done taxonomic revisiones and
described nine new species and a new genus of Gastropods. Thus Dr. Alexandrina
Negrea was recognized as a remarkable specialist in terrestrial and aquatic
gastropods, clarifying many taxonomic and systematic problems. The gastropod
species described by Didina are: Acme oltenica A. Negrea, 1963; Lacinaria
dobrogensis F. Loosjes and A. Negrea, 1968; Troglovitrea argintarui A. Negrea
and A. Riedel, 1968; Argna angustistoma A. Grossu and A. Negrea, 1968; Argna
crassilabris A. Grossu and A. Negrea, 1968; Agna nana A. Gossu and A. Negrea,
1968; Paladilhia dobrogica A. Grossu and A. Negrea, 1989. The new genus of
Gastropoda is Troglovitrea A. Negrea and A, Riedel, 1968.

Alexandrina Negrea published 100 papers in different Romanian and foreign
journals of biology with topics of ecology (mainly from underground karst
environments), biogeography, biospeleology, nature conservation etc. Together
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with Dr. Stefan Negrea and Dr. Lazar Botosdneanu wrote about exploration of
more than 240 Romanian caves and mapped 30 km of cave rooms and galleries,
mainly from south-western part of the country. Her scientific results were
published in many journals and Publishing Houses. A book published by the
National Centre for Scientific Research — France (Paris, 1967) with a forward
signed by the distinguished French scientist Albert Vandel, was characterized as a
model of regional speleological monographs (see no. 19 in the attached List).

The team’s nucleus in the field trip to study underground environment in Banat, Romania:
Lazar Botosaneanu, Stefan Negrea and Alexandrina Negrea. (Photo Lili Botosaneanu. By courtesy
of Dr. Stefan Negrea).

Didina was a member of different teams working abroad with scientific
results printed in the Romanian Academy Publishing House. This refers to a
scientific expedition organized by Dr. Stefan Negrea in Israel — at the invitation of
prof. F. Dov Por from Jerusalem University — to collect and search terrestrial
invertebrate fauna, mainly Chilopods, in May—June 1990. With the allocated funds
he made a team composed of Dr. Alexandrina Negrea, Dr. losif Capuse and Dr.
Vasile Decu in order to collect the invertebrate fauna from many sites across Israel
and neighboring areas.
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Dr. Oana Paula Popa one of Dr. Alexandrina Negrea’s students — today a scientist specialized on

molecular biology in the “Grigore Antipa” National Museum of Natural History — Bucharest. Picture

in museum’s conference room on the occasion of launching The Red Book of Vertebrates from
Romania. Between ladies, in background — Academician Nicolae Botnariuc.

Dr. Alexandrina Negrea advised interested young people how to work of a
work in Gastropoda, co-operated with foreign specialists and activated in several
professional associations. She helped students to prepare their Master Degree and
Ph. Degree thesis in different biological fields; she initiated young researchers from
different Universities and Biological Stations in the country, to organize and start
their research activity.

Many years, Alexandrina Negrea, Stefan Negrea and Victor Gheorghiu
initiated amateur speleologists from Romania, in National Biospeleological School,
guided and managed by Dr. Stefan Negrea to the Speleological Institute Station in
Closani, Gorj Co. Totally they gave lectures to 13 series of young speleologists,
learning to protect natural environment and their fauna.

Since 1968, Dr. Alexandrina Negrea became a member of the Biological
Sciences Society from Romania and since 1969 — member and honorary custodian
of the Commission of Nature Monuments in Romanian Academy. Starting with
1993, Alexandrina Negrea was an active member of the Romanian Society of
Systematic Zoology and in 2003 — founder member of the Romanian Limnological
Society. But since 1962, Alexandrina Negrea became a member of the Unitas
Malacologica Europeas — UME, and in 1965 — member of the International Union
of Speleology — UIS. Since 1983 — member of the Société de Biospéologie de
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France. In 1971 Didina has got a personal invitation to Paris, on the behalf of the
famous malacologist Professor M. Lamotte, to attend with a paper in the
Simposium’s programe, dedicated to the polymorphism topic on Cepaea species
(Gastropoda). The scientific collection of Dr. A. Negrea was completely
inventoried and is preserved now in the “Emile Racovitza” Institute in Bucharest,
being consulted and appreciated by worldwide zoologists.

Dr. Alexandrina Negrea and Dr. Stefan Negrea collecting parietal fauna in Vragca Cave from
Caragului Gorges (Anina Mountains, Banat). (By the courtesy of Dr. Stefan Negrea, 1979).

Her valuable scientific contributions were distinguished with “Emil Racovita”
award on the behalf of the Romanian Academy and were nominated by the American
Biographical Institute, for the prestigious title Woman of the Year 2003. In 2004 and
2005 her bibliography was included in The Contemporary Who'’s Who, edited by the
American Biographical Institute and was nominated as a Consulting editor.
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A picture taken by Academician Christian Juberthie — director of the renowned “Laboratoire

Southerrain du CNRS, Moulis, France” on the occasion of the visit to his friends in

Speleological Institute “Emil Racovitza”, From the left to right: Vasile Decu, Stefan

Negrea, Maria Georgescu, Alexandrina Negrea and Ionel Tabacaru — all Ph. D. in biology.
(By the courtesy of Dr. Stefan Negrea, 4 July 1990).

Merited Professor Francis Dor Por from the Jerusalem University, together with Didina Negrea
(his colleague from Faculty of Biology in Bucharest) and Stefan Negrea (who organized to the
Institute of the Recent History from Bucharest) to the launching of his autobiographical book
“A youth in Romania”, signed with pseudonym Bernard Politzer. Behind Por is Academician
Nicolae Botnariuc, checking a book. (By the courtesy of Stefan Negrea, 9 December 2004).



98 In memoriam 8

We can say Dr. Alexandrina Negrea was gifted with an unusual power of
work, had a long and fruitful scientific research activity, represented by a high
scientific degree. She participated at different scientific meetings in the country and
abroad. She was a good example and adviser for Romanian young researchers, an
optimistic and warm soul who spread around her a high spirits in all teams, in field
trips and in Institute.

Dr. Alexandrina Negrea represented with great honour the Romanian biological
sciences, having a rich scientific activity. She loved her profession, maybe at the
same level — as her husband Dr. Stefan Negrea for 60 years — a lucky man and
representative Romanian biologist, both of them being totally devoted to scientific
research in biology. The survivor husband is unhappy without Didina and all of us
encourage him to be strong and together with us to keep alive Didina’s memory.

All of us who met and knew Didina, we loved and appreciated her, and we
will miss her encouraging words and good advices addressed to young researchers.
She never was tired to attend and tell her opinions as a specialist, on different
scientific topics. Certainly we will never forget her!

Dumitru Murariu
“Grigore Antipa” National Museum of
Natural History — Bucharest

PUBLICATIONS OF DR. ALEXANDRINA NEGREA
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Botnariuc, N., Negrea, A., Picos, C., Observatii asupra Anodontelor din complexul de balti Crapina-
Jijila. Stud. Cerc. Biol. Acad. R.P.R., Ser. Biol. Anim., XIII(1): 93-102, 1961.

Negrea, A., Contributii la studiul molustelor din pesterile din R.P.Romdnd (nota II). Com. Acad.
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Com. Acad. R.P.R., XIII(9): 835-842, 1963.
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complexul de balti Crapina-Jijila. Com. Zool. (SSNG), 2: 9-19, 1963.
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Loosjes, F.E., Negrea, A., Contribution to the distribution of the Clausiliidae (Gastropoda,
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Negrea, A., Riedel, A., Eine neue unterirdische Zonitiden — Art und Gattung (Gastropoda) aus
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Grossu, ALV., Negrea, A., Révision des espéces du genre Argna Cossmann (Gastropoda —
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Sencu, V., Negrea, St., Negrea, A., Botosaneanu, L., Grottes explorées dans le bassin du Caras
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Negrea, A., Negrea, St., Sur la synusie du guano des grottes du Banat (Roumanie). Trav. Inst. Speol.
”E. Racovitza”, X: 81-122, 1971.

Negrea, A., Dinamica populatiilor de gasteropode din complexul de balti Crapina-Jijila (zona
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Decu, V., Negrea, A., Negrea, St., Une oasis biospéologique tropicale dévelopée dans un région
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Negrea, A., Contribution a l’étude des Zonitidae (Gastropoda) cavernicoles et endogés de Roumanie.
Int. J. Speleol., 6(4): 303324, 1975.
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Negrea, St., Negrea, A., Ecologie des populations de Cladocéres et Gastéropodes de la zone
inondable du Danube. Bull. d’ Ecologie, 7(2): 246-251, Ed. Masson, Paris, 1976.

Botosdneanu, L., Negrea, A., Sur quelques aspects biologique d’une riviere des Monts du Banat-
Roumanie : la Nera (et surtout sur une remarquable association de gastropodes). Revista de
Idrobiol., XV(3): 403432, Perugia, 1976.

Negrea, St., Negrea, A., Sur les associations de plancher des grottes du Banat (Roumanie). Trav.
Inst. Speol. ”E.Racovitza “, XVI: 99-139, 1977.

Negrea, A., Jacobson, K., Gastéropodes de Cuba recueillis par les expédition biospéologique
cubano-roumaines (1969 et 1973). In Résult. Des expéd. Biosp. Cubano-roumaines a Cuba 2:
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Danube. Trav. Hist. Mus. “Gr.Antipa”, XIX: 340-351, 1978.

Botosdneanu, L., Negrea, A., Asupra unor remarcabile aspecte hidrobiologice ale rdului Nera
(Muntii Banatului ). Banatica, Ser. St.Nat. Resita, 7: 213-224, 1978.
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zone inondable du Danube. XIX Jubil. Donauforschung, Sofia, p. 248-252, 1979.

Negrea, A., Negrea, St., Considérations sur la biocénose de plancher de la zone profonde des grottes
du Banat (Roumanie). Trav. Mus. Hist. Nat. “Gr. Antipa”, XXI: 151-156, 1980.

Negrea, A., Negrea, St., Considérations sur les écosystemes des grottes Comarnic et Popovat
(Banat, Roumanie). Trav. Inst. Speol. ”E.Racovita”, XXII: 47-55, 1983.

Grossu, Al.V., Negrea, A., Nouvelle données sur la presénce du genre Paladilhia Bourguignat 1865
(Gastropoda, Posobranchia, Moitessieridae) en Roumania. Trav. Mus. Hist. Nat. ”Gr.Antipa
“ XXV: 47-49, 1984.

Grossu, Al.V., Negrea, A., Paladilhia (Paladilhiopsis ) dobrogica — une nouvelle espéce de la famille
Moitessieriidae (Gastropoda, Prosobranchia). Misc. Speol. Rom., 1: 33-37, 1989.

Negrea, St., Negrea, A., Indrumdtor pentru colectarea, conservarea si recunoasterea faunei
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Cerc. Biol. Ser. Biol. Anim., 46(1): 3—14, 1994.

Negrea, A., Gasteropodes (Gastropoda) connus jusqu’a présent des provinces biospéologiques de
Roumanie. Trav. Mus. Hist. Nat “Gr.Antipa®, XXXIV: 227-264, 1994.

Negrea, A., Contribution a [’étude faunistique et biogéographique des Gastéropodes du secteur
roumain du Danube. Ann. Limnol. Toulouse, 30 (3): 179-195, 1994.
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Valea Mare (Moldova Noud ). A 2-a Conf. Nat. de Prot. Mediului Brasov, 29-31 mai 1992.
Tipogr. Univ. Transilv. Bragov, 283-288, 1995.
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Negrea, A., Grossu, Al., Heleobia dobrogica (Grossu and Negrea, 1989) (Gastropoda. Hydrobiidae)
populations from the subterranean waters of the Mangalia karstic zone (Dobrogea, Romania).
Critical note. Trav. Mus. Nat. Hist. Nat. “Gr.Antipa”, XLIIII: 7-10, 2001.

Negrea, St., Negrea, A., Ad Aquas Herculi sacras. Baile Herculane si Valea Cernei. In the collection
“Itinerare in Muntii Banatului® nr. 2, 256 pp., 10 maps, 2 drawings and 61 photos. Ed. Timpul,
Resita, 2002.
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